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The transportation funding law, Act 89 of 2013, made several
important changes, including organizing a Multimodal
Deputate within PennDOT to manage Pennsylvania’s many
modes of transporting people and goods. These modes
include ports and waterways, freight rail, passenger rail,
transit, bicycle and pedestrian, and aviation.  PennDOT is
dedicated to investing in these assets through the newly
established Multimodal Fund and reporting on its progress.

As the state’s non-highway and bridge transportation
assets are already interdependent in moving freight and
passengers across the state, more closely coordinating
these programs will help PennDOT and its many partners
develop facilities and services in these assets. 

The Multimodal Highlights 2014 report offers highlights
for each mode as we take our first steps forward as a
Multimodal Deputate and toward improved statewide
mobility.  Each mode faces unique challenges and
opportunities, yet there are common themes— enhancing
safety, improving connectivity, implementing
technology—all producing economic and quality of life
benefits for Pennsylvanians.  

To access the first-ever Multimodal Highlights report,
visit www.dot.state.pa.us and visit the “Multimodal
Transportation” page. 

PennDOT  Releases 2014 Multimodal Highlights  
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New Bus “Superstop” Showcases Innovative Planning 
and Cooperation 

On Tuesday, July 29, Governor Tom Corbett, local and
transit officials cut the ribbon on a new bus “superstop”
at Robinson Town Centre, near Pittsburgh. The shelter is
for the access-to-work shuttle operated by the Airport
Corridor Transportation Association (ACTA) which was
saved from elimination because of Act 89,
Pennsylvania’s new, far-reaching transportation plan.
The $966,000 project illustrates what can be done with
public private partnerships and multimodal planning.

“Act 89 preserved the shuttle service operated through
ACTA for thousands of workers who had no other way to
reach their jobs and will benefit from the new shelter
and improvements we celebrate today,” Gov. Corbett
said. “ Providing transportation solutions is just one of
the ways my administration is working hard to build a
stronger Pennsylvania for those who live and work here.” 

As part of Act 89, PennDOT will invest $655,000
annually to maintain the on-demand shuttle service
provided by ACTA.

This bus “superstop” boasts spacious bus shelters,
picnic tables, bike racks, an air pump and even bike
tools if cyclists need to perform some adjustments
before hopping on the nearby 40 mile Montour multi-use
trail. Other improvements to the location should help
alleviate congestion and improve safety for those
visiting the shopping center. 

The new facility is built on land donated by IKEA.  IKEA
also paid for the construction inspection of the facility
and donated $170,000 toward the final costs. PNC Bank 

donated $21,000 toward the facility. The Commonwealth
invested $775,000 of transportation funds into the
facility.

ACTA, provides 77,000 rides a year that connect
commuters from Port Authority of Allegheny County
buses to jobs at more than 130 businesses in the area
between downtown Pittsburgh and the Airport, known
as the Airport Corridor.

More than 70 percent of the riders have low incomes
and would not have had any other way to reach their
jobs. Ninety-six percent of the riders use the service
to get to work. 
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Governor Corbett examines the bike tools provided at the new
“superstop.”



Capitol Police Bike Squad Officer Brian Simonetti
demonstrates his skills in a low speed agility test
on the Museum Plaza. The officers must master
this and many other similar skills to become a
Bike Squad Officer. 
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PennDOT Joins Other Agencies, Officials for “Bike To Work
Day” Celebration

Expo participants were able to test out and learn how to use the
bike racks in a live demonstration on a brand new CAT bus offered
by Capital Area Transit.

Capitol employees, commonwealth agency executives, lawmakers and local bicycling enthusiasts once again joined
together to celebrate National Bike Month and National Bike to Work Day. This celebration occurred in various events
across the state and the nation with the purpose of getting people to leave their cars at home and try commuting to
work on a bicycle.

Although weather spoiled plans of an executive ride on the streets of Harrisburg, the enthusiasm wasn’t dampened at
the Keystone Building, where the Capitol Area Spoke ‘n Gear Bicycle Expo took place. An opening ceremony complete
with words of support from executives representing the state departments of Transportation, Health, Education,
Conservation & Natural Resources and Environmental Protection, as well as the City of Harrisburg and Rep. David
Maloney, kicked the event off. An announcement of DCNR and DEP being recognized as Silver level Bicycle Friendly
Business’s by the League of American Bicyclists (LAB) was made to the group. The day’s activities included
interactive displays, demonstrations, presentations and the chance to talk with various vendors and exhibitors about
biking. Video conferencing was available to share in similar activities also occurring at the Lancaster Spoke ‘n Gear
Bicycle Expo.

When the weather finally cleared, a demonstration by the Capitol Police 
Bike Squad and League of American Bicyclists showed the need to hone 
skills and agility, so riders are prepared if needed in a real situation. 

Planning is underway for next year’s event with hopes of expanding 
video conferencing with additional Spoke ‘n Gear Bicycle Expo 
locations being held throughout the state.



“Bike to Work Day” is a nationally celebrated day in which bicycling is promoted as a fun,
economical and healthy way to get to work.  Bike Pittsburgh, a bicycle advocacy group in
southwestern Pennsylvania, celebrates this day each year. The group spreads awareness
about bicycling as a means of transportation, while distributing free breakfast to hundreds
of bicyclists. 

With its growing bicycle community, Allegheny County has seen an increase in bicycle
crashess and fatalities. Since 2009, there have been 452 reported crashes involving a bicycle
in Allegheny County. Six of those crashes were fatal. To combat these crashes and fatalities,
PennDOT’s District 11, including Allegheny, Beaver and Lawrence counties, emphasized a
safety message to both motorists and bicyclists during Bike Pittsburgh’s annual event. The
message: share the road.

In addition to PennDOT District 11, the event featured several other participants interested in
bicycle safety. Bicycle vendors, food trucks, as well as the Port Authority of Allegheny County
joined other bicycle advocates, with speakers including Bike Pittsburgh’s founder Scott
Bricker, and Court of Common Pleas Judge Kathryn Hens-Greco.  Hens-Greco bikes to the
Allegheny County Courthouse in downtown Pittsburgh on a regular basis.

The event emphasized the safety of bicyclists in regards to the 4-foot passing law, which took
into effect in April 2012. Pittsburgh, known for its narrow roadways and one-way streets,
means less space to share the road with bicyclists. Motorists should take extra care, given the

small amount of space, if choosing to pass someone on a bicycle.  

The event reached hundreds of bicyclists and received wide-spread coverage through the news media. Each person who heard the
message, whether a motorist or bicyclist, can contribute to safer Pennsylvania roadways by respecting one another and obeying
the rules of the road.

To learn more about the state’s 4-foot passing law and other bicycle safety topics, visit the “Bike and Pedestrian” page at
www.JustDrivePA.com. 
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Department Press Officer Enjoys Riding Along Local Trails  
As a full-fledged “multimodal” guy, PennDOT Engineering
District 5 Press Officer Ronald J. Young, Jr. enjoys all modes of
transportation. One specific mode he really enjoys is riding his
bicycle, especially on the Lehigh-Valley region’s trails.

One trail he truly loves is the Delaware & Lehigh (D&L) Trail,
which follows the 150-mile canal route that anthracite coal
took from mine to market. It winds through northern
mountains and along the banks of  the Lehigh and Delaware
Rivers through northeast Pennsylvania, the Lehigh Valley
and through Bucks County.

The D&L Trail passes through towns, industrial 
powerhouses and along remnants of the Lehigh and
Delaware canals. 

“The Lehigh Canal is a majestic trail,” Young said.  “You have
sections with wildlife, freight trains, wooden bridges, modern
highway bridges, historical features like the canal, mills and
other structures. It really is a unique way to see this part of
the Lehigh Valley.”

Several sections of the  trail were funded by PennDOT. In
fact, the construction of a section Young rides within the
Borough of Freemansburg in Northampton County, from 
the Freemansburg Borough/ Bethlehem City line to the
Freemansburg Borough/Bethlehem Township line
(approximately 1.5 miles), was built in 2013, cost $267,000
and was funded with PennDOT transportation enhancement
dollars.

Young frequents two sections of the D&L Trail: the Lehigh
Canal South that stretches approximately 15 miles from
Allentown, Lehigh County, to Easton, Northampton County;
and the Lehigh Gorge State Park Trail that spans
approximately 26 miles from Jim Thorpe, Carbon County, 
to White Haven, Luzerne County.

The trails, according to Young, offer varied natural and
recreational sights. On one of his recent rides on the D&L
Lehigh Canal South trail, he witnessed a great blue heron
fishing in the Lehigh River, the riverside view of the blast
furnace stacks of Bethlehem Steel (“Steel Stacks”),
teenagers swinging from
swings into the Lehigh River,
and people fishing, riding
bicycles and running.

When he isn’t riding the D&L
Canal trail, Young also
enjoys riding on the Ironton
Rail Trail, a 9.2 mile spur of
the D&L in Coplay Borough,
Whitehall and North
Whitehall townships in
Lehigh County.

Ron takes time for a “selfie” next to his favorite trail.

PennDOT District 11, Bike Pittsburgh Promote
“Bike To Work Day” By Juliann Sheldon, Safety Press Officer, PennDOT District 11 
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By Shawn McLaughlin, AICP, CPRP, Planning Director, Union County Planning Department

Buffalo Valley Rail Trail – Sustainable Transportation,
Recreation & Community Health

T r a i l  S p o t l i g h t  .  .  .

The Buffalo Valley Rail Trail follows the former route
of the Lewisburg, Centre & Spruce Creek Railroad
through the picturesque Buffalo Valley in Union

County.  The trail connects the quaint historic
communities of Lewisburg and Mifflinburg boroughs
which are the two largest population centers in the
county and are hubs of commerce, government, culture
and civic activities. Along the way, the rail trail transects
urban and suburban neighborhoods, passes by the
popular Lewisburg Farmers Market and various
businesses, and goes through the heart  of some of the
county’s most scenic and productive farmland with
Buffalo Mountain as a backdrop. 

The trail is a non-motorized bicycle and pedestrian
facility that can accommodate people of all ages and
abilities. Two miles of the trail are paved in the more
developed areas while the remainder is surfaced with
Trail Surface Aggregate, sometimes referred to as “trail
mix,” developed by the Pennsylvania State University
Center for Dirt and Gravel Roads.  

As the rail trail movement across the nation became
increasingly popular, the idea for a trail on this rail line,
which had ceased freight service in 1983 and
discontinued excursion trains in 1987, emerged again in
2001 out of a grassroots effort of the Mifflinburg
Heritage and Revitalization Association. This led to the
county conducting a feasibility study in 2003 that
determined a rail to trail would be feasible. Five years
later, the trail right-of-way was purchased by the
Lewisburg Area Recreation Authority from the West

Shore Railroad Corporation after the Federal Surface
Transportation Board granted a request for the line to
be rail-banked.  

The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources (DCNR) then provided funding
assistance to complete the engineering design for the
first phase and the Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation (PennDOT) awarded over $3 million for
construction from the Pennsylvania Community
Transportation Initiative. Construction began on the
9-mile trail in the spring of 2011 and it was open to the
public in the fall of the same year. 

The long-awaited trail revolutionizes non-motorized
transportation and broadens the recreational options
immensely in Union County. As the first developed off-
road trail in the area, it provides an amenity that didn’t
exist, and is a crucial component of the transportation
network. Before the trail existed, it was difficult to
venture on foot or bike beyond the residential streets
and sidewalks of the core communities, but now there
is a protected, well- designed arterial for bicyclists and
pedestrians. 

In 2012, the Bucknell University Departments of Civil
Engineering and Economics released a report titled
Buffalo Valley Rail Trail 2012 User Survey and Economic
Impact Analysis. They estimated, based on automated
and manual counts, that the trail is attracting 80,000 to
100,000 unique visits a year with 67 percent of users
biking and 30 percent walking. Interestingly, the daily
peak use is 11 a.m. and the afternoon peak is 7 p.m.
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The average trail user is 49 years of age and the projected
financial impact on the regional economy eclipsed
$757,000 during the first year the trail was open.  

Executive Director for the Buffalo Valley Recreation
Authority Katie Davis is reminded daily of the trail’s
benefits. 

“The rail trail is a great addition to the region and offers
a viable transportation alternative in addition to being a
wonderful recreation asset,” Davis said. “The hospitals
see it helping to improve community health over the
long-term and employers have commented how it can
be an aid for employee recruitment and retention. It’s
also been good for local businesses and several have
relocated adjacent to the trail.”   

The trail is bustling with activity and plans are underway
to expand it eastward. The last mile of the rail trail is
currently in various stages of planning and design with
sections slated for construction in 2014 and 2015. This
phase is being supported by design and construction
funding from DCNR, PennDOT, Union County and the
Buffalo Valley Recreation Authority (formerly Lewisburg
Area Recreation Authority) and will include adding an
additional trailhead in the village of Vicksburg located
at the midpoint of the trail and a
.60 mile extension in East Buffalo
Township and Lewisburg Borough
on the eastern end.  In Lewisburg
Borough, this section will also
include a rail with trail connector
coming off the rail trail alignment
parallel to the active Lewisburg
and Buffalo Creek Railroad in
order to link into the heart of the
central business district.  

Once the pieces above are finished, the main challenges
that stand in the way of completing the trail are
developing a permanent solution to crossing U.S. 15,
a five-lane arterial highway carrying 26,000 vehicles a
day, incorporating the trail into a borough street that
has occupied the former rail right-of-way since the
1980s, and rehabilitating a 1,400-foot long steel bridge
that spans the Susquehanna River West Branch where
the Buffalo Valley Rail Trail intersects the Susquehanna
Greenway.  In 2013 a conceptual plan for clearing these
remaining hurdles was completed courtesy of a mini-
grant from the Susquehanna Greenway Partnership. 

The Buffalo Valley Rail Trail
would not be possible without
the partnerships that have been
forged among numerous
organizations and agencies.
The Buffalo Valley Recreation
Authority, Union County,
PennDOT, SEDA-Council of
Governments Metropolitan
Planning Organization, Lewisburg
Borough, East Buffalo Township,
DCNR and many others working
together over the last decade
have made the trail a reality.
Everyone involved can be proud
of laying a foundation for
sustainable transportation in this

rural but growing part of the Commonwealth and can be
inspired by the smiles on the faces of everyone enjoying
the trail. Hope to see you on the trail soon! 

For more information on the Buffalo Valley Rail Trail,
including how to become a supporter, plan a visit, or to
read the 2012 User Survey and Economic Impact
Analysis visit www.bvrt.org.

Continued from page 5




