
Title 75 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes contains the laws which govern the 
operation of vehicles on Pennsylvania roads. 
 
Chapter 35: SPECIAL VEHICLES AND PEDESTRIANS 
Subchapter C: Rights and Duties of Pedestrians 
 
Section 3541. Obedience of pedestrians to traffic-control devices and regulations  
      (a) Traffic control devices.—A pedestrian shall obey the instructions of a police 
officer or other appropriately attired person authorized to direct, control or regulate 
traffic. 
 
      (b) Traffic and pedestrian-control signals.—Local authorities by ordinance may 
require pedestrians to obey traffic and pedestrian-control signals as provided in sections 
3112 (relating to traffic-control signals) and 3113 (relating to pedestrian-control signals). 
 
Section 3542. Right-of-way of pedestrians in crosswalks. 
      (a) General rule.—When traffic-control signals are not in place or not in operation, 
the driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian crossing the roadway 
within any marked crosswalk or within any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection. 
 
      (b) Exercise of care by pedestrian.—No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or 
other place of safety and walk or run into the path of a vehicle which is so close as to 
constitute a hazard. 
 
      (c) Limitation on vehicles passing.—Whenever any vehicle is stopped at any 
crosswalk at an intersection or at any marked crosswalk to permit a pedestrian to cross 
the roadway, the driver of any other vehicle approaching from the rear shall not overtake 
and pass the stopped vehicle. 
 
      (d) Application of section.—Subsection (a) does not apply under the conditions 
stated in section 3543(b) (relating to pedestrians crossing at other than crosswalks). 
 
Section 3543. Pedestrians crossing at other than crosswalks. 
      (a) General rule.—Every pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other than 
within a crosswalk at an intersection or any marked crosswalk shall yield the right-of-way 
to all vehicles upon the roadway. 
 
      (b) At pedestrian tunnel or overhead crossing.—Any pedestrian crossing a roadway 
at a point where a pedestrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian crossing has been provided 
shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles upon the roadway. 
 
      (c) Between controlled intersections in urban district.—Between adjacent 
intersections in urban districts at which traffic-control signals are in operation pedestrians 
shall not cross at any place except in a marked crosswalk. 
 
      (d) Crossing intersection diagonally.—No pedestrian shall cross a roadway 
intersection diagonally unless authorized by official traffic-control devices or at the 
discretion of a police officer or other appropriately attired person authorized to direct, 
control or regulate traffic. When authorized to cross diagonally, pedestrians shall cross 
only in accordance with the signal pertaining to the crossing movements. 
 



Section 3544. Pedestrians walking along or on highway. 
      (a) Mandatory use of available sidewalk.—Where a sidewalk is provided and its use 
is practicable, it is unlawful for any pedestrian to walk along and upon an adjacent 
roadway. 
 
      (b) Absence of sidewalk.—Where a sidewalk is not available, any pedestrian walking 
along and upon a highway shall walk only on a shoulder as far as practicable from the 
edge of the roadway. 
 
      (c) Absence of sidewalk and shoulder.—Where neither a sidewalk nor a shoulder is 
available, any pedestrian walking along and upon a highway shall walk as near as 
practicable to an outside edge of the roadway and, if on a two-way roadway, shall walk 
only on the left side of the roadway. 
 
      (d) Right-of-way to vehicles.—Except as otherwise provided in this subchapter, any 
pedestrian upon a roadway shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles upon the roadway. 
 
Section 3545. Pedestrians soliciting rides or business. 
No person shall: 
      (1) Stand on a roadway for the purpose of soliciting a ride. 
      (2) Stand on a roadway for the purpose of soliciting employment, business or 
contributions from the occupant of any vehicle. 
      (3) Stand on or in proximity to a highway for the purpose of soliciting the watching or 
guarding of any vehicle while parked or about to be parked on a street or highway. 
 
Section 3546. Driving through or around safety zone. 
      (a) Through zones.—No vehicle shall at any time be driven through or within a safety 
zone. 
 
      (b) Around zones.—Traffic may move on either side of a safety zone unless 
prohibited from driving to the left of the zone by the installation of an official traffic-control 
device as provided in this title. 
 
Section 3547. Right-of-way of pedestrians on sidewalks. 
The driver of a vehicle emerging from or entering an alley, building, private road or 
driveway shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian approaching on any sidewalk 
extending across the alley, building entrance, road or driveway. 
 
Section 3548. Pedestrians to yield to authorized emergency vehicles. 
      (a) General rule.—Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency 
vehicle making use of audible and visual signals meeting the requirements of this title, or 
of a police vehicle properly and lawfully making use of an audible signal only, every 
pedestrian shall yield the right-of-way to the authorized emergency vehicle. 
 
      (b) Exercise of care by driver.—This section does not relieve the driver of an 
authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all 
persons using the highway nor from the duty to exercise due care to avoid colliding with 
any pedestrian. 
 
 
 



Section 3549. Blind pedestrians. 
      (a) General rule.—The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to any totally or 
partially blind pedestrian carrying a clearly visible white cane or accompanied by a guide 
dog and shall take such precautions as may be necessary to avoid injuring or 
endangering the pedestrian and, if necessary, shall stop the vehicle in order to prevent 
injury or danger to the pedestrian. 
 
      (b) Effect of absence of cane or dog.—This section shall not be construed to deprive 
a totally or partially blind pedestrian not carrying a cane or not being guided by a dog of 
the rights and privileges conferred by law upon pedestrians crossing streets or 
highways, nor shall the failure of a totally or partially blind pedestrian to carry a cane or 
to be guided by a guide dog upon the streets, highways or sidewalks of this 
Commonwealth be held to constitute contributory negligence in and of itself. 
 
Section 3550. Pedestrians under influence of alcohol or controlled substance. 
A pedestrian who is under the influence of alcohol or any controlled substance to a 
degree which renders the pedestrian a hazard shall not walk or be upon a highway 
except on a sidewalk. 
 
Section 3551. Compliance with bridge and railroad warning signals. 
      (a) Bridges.—No pedestrian shall enter or remain upon any bridge or approach to 
any bridge beyond the bridge signal, gate or barrier after a bridge operation signal 
indication has been given. 
 
      (b) Railroad crossings.—No pedestrian shall pass through, around, over or under 
any crossing gate or barrier at a railroad grade crossing or bridge while the gate or 
barrier is closed or is being opened or closed. 
 
      (c) Penalty.—A violation of this section constitutes a summary offense punishable by 
a fine of not less than $50 nor more than $150. 
 
Section 3552. Penalty for violation of subchapter. 
Any pedestrian violating any provision of this subchapter is guilty of a summary offense 
and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of $5. 


