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Subchapter k - Street Rods, Specially Constructed and Reconstructed Vehicles

Subchapter k
STREET ROdS, SPECIALLY CONSTRUCTEd ANd RECONSTRUCTEd
VEhICLES
175.201.  Application of Subchapter
The equipment standards set forth in this sub chapter shall apply to all street rods, specially constructed vehicles and
reconstructed vehicles being driven on highways.

175.202.  Conditions
All parts of a vehicle must comply with this Subchapter and Subchapters E-H and J.

175.203. Braking Systems
(a) Condition of Braking Systems - Braking systems and components shall be compatable and in safe 

operating condition as described in §175.80, 175.110, 175.130, 175.160, 175.190, and 175.220.
(b) Service Brakes - The service brakes shall act on all wheels upon application and shall be capable of 

stopping the vehicle in not more than the maximum stopping distance prescribed in Table I (relating to brake 
performance). Every street rod, specially constructed vehicle and reconstructed vehicle shall be equipped with
a service brake system which is identical to the originally manufactured brake system; except, if the original 
system has been modified or the street rod has rear tires wider than 9 inches, the service brake system shall 
be of a design that rupture or failure of either the front or rear brake system will not result in the complete loss 
of braking function. Braking function may be obtained by hydraulic or other means through a normal brake 
mech anism. In the event of a rupture or failure of actuating force component, unaffected brakes shall be 
capable of applying adequate braking force to the vehicle.

(c) Refuse Trucks - A vehicle reconstructed as a refuse trucks and designed to be operated from an 
unconventional location–usually the right side of the vehicle–shall be equipped with a system that prevents 
movement of the vehicle when the operator is not at the controls. This system shall engage the brakes and 
lock the transmission in neutral. This system need be operative only when the vehicle is being operated from 
the uncon ventional location. 

175.204. Tires
(a) Condition of Tires - Tires shall be in safe operating condition as described in this Subchapter and 

Subchapters E-H and J.
(b) Tire Width - The front tires on a street rod shall have a minimum width of 5 inches. If the rear tires on a street 

rod are wider than 9 inches, the vehicle shall be equipped with a dual service brake system, see S175.203(b) 
(relating to braking systems).

175.205. Lighting and Electrical Systems
A vehicle specified under this subchapter shall have hazard warning lamps if so originally equipped which, under
normal atmospheric con ditions, shall be ca pable of being seen and dis tinguished during nighttime operation at a
distance of 500 feet. See 75 Pa.C.S. §4303(b), (c) and (d) (relating to general lighting requirements).

175.206. Glazing
(a) Condition of Windshield - A windshield shall be in safe operating condition as de scri bed in §175.80, 

175.110, 175.130, 175.160, 175.190, and 175.220 and this subchapter.
(b) Requirements - Glazing shall meet following requirements:

(1) A windshield may not be less than 7 inches in vertical height on a street rod and 12 inches vertical height 
on reconstructed vehicles and specially constructed ve hicles. If the original body configuration provided 
by a recognized manufacturer had a windshield of less than 12 inches, reconstructed vehicles and 
specially constructed vehicles may use  the original windshield size, except that this size may not be less 
than 7 inches.
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(2) A windshield and side windows or openings shall allow the driver minimum outward hori zontal vision 

capability of 90 degrees from each side of the vertical plane passing through the fore and aft centerline of
the vehicle. This range of vision may be interrupted by window framing not exceeding 2 inches in width 
and windshield door post support areas not exceeding 4 inches in width.

(c) Obstructions Forward of the Windshield - A vehicle specified under this subchapter may not have 
obstruction forward of the windshield which extends more than 2 inches upward into the hori zontally projected
vision area of the windshield with the exception of the windshield wiper components.

175.207. Mirrors
(a) Condition of Mirrors - Mirrors shall be in safe operating condition as described in  §175.80, 175.110, 

175.130, 175.160, 175.190, and 175.220 and this subchapter.
(b) Mirrors - A specially constructed or reconstructed vehicle designed to be operated from an unconventional 

location–usually the right side–shall have sufficient mirrors for the operator to view the front and both sides 
and rear of the vehicle for a distance not less than 200 feet from any operator location.

175.208. Body
(a) Condition of Body - All items on the body shall be in safe operating condition as described in §175.80, 

175.110, 175.130, 175.160, 175.190, and 175.220 (relating to inspection procedure) and this subchapter.
(b) Fenders - A vehicle specified under this subchapter shall have fenders on all wheels which cover the entire 

tread width of a tire that comes in contact with the road surface. The tire tread circum ference coverage shall 
be from at least 15 degrees front to at least 75 degrees rear of the vertical centerline at each wheel, measured 
from the center of wheel rotation. Vehicles registered as street rods are exempt from the requirements 
regarding fenders.  

(c) hood - Street Rods Only - A street rod is not required to have a hood which covers the top of the entire 
engine compartment. If the hood top or sides, or both, are removed from the vehicle, the engine fan must 
be enclosed with a shroud designed to protect the fan from accidental contact from the outside.

(d) doors - A door shall be installed for any location from which a refuse truck is to be operated. If the vehicle is 
equipped with dual controls, a door shall be installed at each control position.

175.209. Chassis
(a) Condition of Chassis - All items of a chassis shall be in safe operating condition as described in this 

subchapter and Subchapters E-H and J.
(b) Bumpers - A vehicle specified under this subchapter shall be equipped with front and rear bumpers securely 

attached to the chassis, except when the original body con figuration provided by a recognized manufacturer 
did not include bumpers in the design of the vehicle. Vehicles registered as street rods are exempt from the 
requirements regarding bumpers.
(1) Some part of the main horizontal bumper of a pass enger vehicle and all street rods, if so equipped, shall 

fall within 12-20 inches above ground level.
(2) Some part of the horizontal bumper of a truck shall fall within 16-30 inches above ground level.

(c) Scrub Line - A vehicle specified under this subchapter shall meet the minimum scrub line requirements. See 
Chart 5 (relating to scrub line).
(1) A scrub line is an imaginary surface created if lines were drawn from the bottom of the wheel rim on one 

side to the bottom of the tire on the other side. When lines are drawn from both sides, an “X” under the 
vehicle suspension is created. A suspension or chassis component may not be below the top portion of 
this imaginary “X.”

(2) Only exhaust system and sheet metal  may extend below the scrub line.

175.210. Unconventional Operator Location
A vehicle described under this subchapter designed to be operated from an unconventional location shall have all
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controls and switches listed as follows positioned so they may be conveniently operated from each operator location.

1. A steering wheel.
2. A gear shift.
3. Brake controls.
4. Windshield wiper controls.
5. A speedometer.
6. A headlamp and tail lamp control.
7. A turn signal control.
8. A defroster control.
9. A hazard warning light control.
10. A horn or warning device activator.

175.211. Inspection
A vehicle shall be inspected by a certified inspection mechanic to insure the vehicle conforms to Vehicle Code and
this title prior to titling. The vehicle owner shall not be the inspecting mechanic. A certi ficate of inspection shall not be
issued upon initial inspection. After the title and registration have been issued, an inspection station shall reinspect
the vehicle to make certain the vehicle still complies with this chapter and only then shall a certificate of inspection
be issued. Failure to follow proper inspection procedures in either of the two inspections listed in this chapter will be 
reasonable grounds to suspend the station and mechanic under Subchapter D (relating to schedule of penalties and
suspensions: official inspection stations and certified mechanics).

175.220. Inspection Procedure
(a) External Inspection - An external inspection shall be performed as follows:

(1) Verify ownership, legality, and proof of financial responsibility. For the purpose of this subchapter, 
ownership and legality shall be proven by a vehicle registration card, certificate of title or manufacturer’s 
statement of origin. When a vehicle being held for resale is presented for inspection by a dealer licensed 
to sell vehicles in this Commonwealth, a VIN-specific auction slip or VIN-specific secure power of attorney 
evidencing the dealership’s acquisition of the vehicle, or both, may be presented instead of a vehicle 
registration card, certificate of title or manufacturer’s statement of origin. REJECT IF one or more of the 
following apply:
(i) When vehicle ownership and legality are dem onstrated by presentation of certificate of title, 

manufacturer’s statement or origin. VIN-specific auction slip or VIN-specific secure power of 
attorney:
(A) The VIN is not in agreement with the certificate of title, manu facturer’s statement of origin. VIN-

specific auction slip or VIN-specific secure power of attorney. Exception: If only one digit is 
incorrect or two digits are transposed, and the owner provides evidence that the appropriate 
Department form has been completed to correct the error or transposition.

(B) The VIN plate is not securely fastened or is defaced, misplaced or missing.
(ii) When vehicle ownership and legality are demonstrated by presentation of vehicle registration card:

(A) The license plate is not in agreement with numbers on vehicle registration card. If only one digit 
is incorrect or two digits are transposed, and the owner provides evidence that the appropriate 
Department form has been completed to correct an error or transposition, this clause does not 
apply.

(B) The license plate is hanging loosely from its mounting bracket.
(C) The license plate is obscured so that the numbers cannot be identified.
(D) The license plate lamp, if so equipped, does not illuminate the license plate.

(iii) Acceptable proof of financial responsibility is not provided. For the pur pose of this chapter, financial 
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respon sibility shall be proven by one of the following documents:
(A) A valid financial responsibility identification card issued in accordance with 31 PA Code (relating 

to insurance).
(B) The declaration page of a valid insurance policy.
(C) A valid self-insurance identification card.
(D) A valid binder of insurance issued by an insurance company licensed to sell motor vehicle 

liability insurance in this Commonwealth.
(E) A valid insurance policy issued by an insurance company licensed to sell motor vehicle liability 

insurance in this Commonwealth.
(2) Check the windshield and REJECT IF one or more of the following apply:

(i) A windshield is less than 7 inches in vertical height on a street rod.
(ii) A windshield is less than 12 inches in vertical height, or the vertical height is less than what was 

originally designed, on a reconstructed or specially constructed vehicle.
(iii) The windshield and side windows or open  ings do not allow the driver minimum out ward horizontal 

vision capability of 90° from each side of vertical plane passing through before and after centerline 
of vehicle.

(iv) The range of vision is interrupted by win dow framing exceeding 2 inches in width and windshield 
door post support areas exceeding 4 inches in width.

(v) Obstructions except windshield wiper components of more than 2 inches up ward into horizontally 
projected vision area of the windshield is found.

(3) With the exception of vehicles registered as street rods, check the fenders and RE JECT IF one or more 
of the following apply:
(i) The fenders do not cover the entire tire tread width of tire that comes in contact with the road 

surface.
(ii) The front tire tread circumference cov erage is less than 15° to the front and 75° to the rear of each 

tire.
(iii) The rear tire tread circumference cov erage is less than 75°.

(4) With the exception of vehicles registered as street rods, check the bumpers and RE JECT IF one or more 
of the following apply:
(i) The front or rear bumper is missing.
(ii) Some part of the main horizontal bumper does not fall within 12-20 inches above the ground level 

on specially con structed vehicles and recon structed passenger vehicles.
(5) Check the lights and RE JECT IF the vehicle does not have operating hazard warning lamps capable of 

being seen and distin guished during nighttime operations at a distance of 500 feet.
(b) Internal Inspection - An internal inspection shall be performed as follows:

(1) Check the mirrors and REJECT IF the mirrors for the operator are insufficient to view front and both sides
and rear of vehicle for distance not less than 200 feet.

(2) Check the unconventional operation location and REJECT IF all the major controls and switches are not 
conveniently located for use by the driver while in an unconventional operating position

(c) Under the hood Inspection - An under the hood inspection shall be performed as follows:
(1) Check the engine compartment and reject if the street rod hood top and sides, or both, are removed from 

the vehicle and the engine fan is not enclosed with a shroud designed to protect the fan from accidental 
contact from the outside.

(2) Check the brake system and REJECT IF any of the following apply:
(i) The dual service brake system is not in stalled when the original system was modi fied.
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(ii) The dual service brake system is not in stalled on the vehicle with the rear tires ex ceeding 9 inches 

in width.
(d) Beneath the Vehicle Inspection - A beneath the vehicle inspection shall be performed as fol lows:

(1) Inspect the tires and RE JECT IF any of the following apply:
(i) The front tires measure less than 5 inches in width on the street rods.
(ii) The rear tires exceed 9 inches in width and the vehicle is not equipped with dual service brake 

system.
(2) Inspect the scrub line and REJECT IF any of the following chassis and suspension components are 

below the scrub line:
(i) The Frame
(ii) The Axle
(iii) The Axle Housing
(iv) The Lower Control Bar
(v) The Shock Mounts
(vi) The Crossmembers
(vii) The Torsion bar
(viii) The Radius Rods
(ix) The Spindle Arms
(x) The Steering Components
(xi) The Brake Components
(xii) The Spring Perch Bolts




